Health and Wellness:  Financial Wellness

Connect.  Grow.  Share.  Our St. Peter's vision statement captures a threefold dynamic of Christian faith and life.  It relates powerfully to the concept and practice of wellness, also called wellbeing or wholeness. 

Financial wellbeing relates to the all three parts of our congregation's vision.  We connect with God in worship and praise as we offer Him the first fruits of our financial resources.  We grow in our understanding of God's Word as we learn and apply Biblical truths about managing the money that God entrusts to us.  We share the love of Christ with the world as our tithes and offerings fund the ministry and mission of God's Church.  
There are basically five ways to use money.  God’s Word commands the first three.

1. GIVE IT AWAY.  God’s Word says to honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first-fruits of all your crops.  This is tithing:  giving to the Lord our first and our best -- the best you can do, before you do anything else.  That’s our regular weekly gift for the work of the gospel here at St. Peter’s.  The word “tithe” means “a tenth” or ten percent.  Is the 10% tithe a law for Christians?  No, but it’s a really good guideline.  It doesn’t have to be a ceiling to your giving, but it’s a great floor.  There are also offerings, over and above our tithes.  Those are our gifts for special needs and opportunities, whatever they may be.  “Building on the Rock” is a fantastic example of an offering over and above our tithes.  

2. PAY TAXES.  God’s Word commands us to pay the government what is due.  It doesn’t tell us to overpay, but to pay the government what is due, because the government is God’s servant to maintain a peaceful and just society.  If you don’t like the government, remember that those first Christians were living under an imperial government that was hostile and repressive to their faith -- and still the apostle Paul wrote what he did about paying taxes in Romans 13.  

3. In Romans 13 we are commanded to REPAY DEBT.  “Let no debt remain outstanding.”  That doesn’t mean you can never borrow.  It means that you keep up the payments, and you don’t borrow beyond your means to repay.  God doesn’t want us to have so much debt that we cannot tithe as His Word commands.  That’s not giving God first place in your planning.  

4. The fourth thing we can do with money is to SAVE IT.  That’s a good thing, as long as you’re not hoarding it, storing up more and more and more to make yourself feel secure.  In Luke chapter 12 Jesus tells a story about a rich man who decided to store up things for himself but was not rich toward God.  You know what God called that man?  He said to him, “You fool!”  The man was wealthy, but he was not wise.  What’s the difference between saving and hoarding?  Only you can answer that question for yourself.  
5. The last way to use money is to SPEND IT.  Notice that God’s Word commands the first three uses of money, and the fourth use – saving -- is a good idea.  Spending is the prudent use of what’s left after we tithe and give offerings, after we pay taxes, after we repay debt, after we save.  The problem comes when we GET THINGS UPSIDE DOWN.  Instead of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 -- it becomes 5, 4, 3, 2, 1.  People spend and spend and spend.  They save little or nothing.  They try to keep up with at least the interest payments on their debt.  They have to pay taxes.  And then they give God whatever they think they can afford out of the bottom of the barrel.  5, 4, 3, 2, 1 is not a countdown; it's a meltdown!  

Our loving Lord does not want that for his people.  He wants us to know the freedom and joy of living with Him at the front and center of our lives.  A life with God at the front and center is a life that can endure stress, enjoy success, and embrace opportunity.  That’s the kind of life I want, and I think probably you do too.  The wonderful news is that God wants us to have that kind of life as well!   

So the key question for each of us is this:  How do I keep God at the front and center of my life?  One way is to put God first in your use of money.  Jesus says that your heart will go where your treasure is.  That’s why the Lord cares so much about what you do with money – because He cares so much about your heart – because He cares so much for you.  

Don’t get things upside down.  Give God first place.  That's what financial wellbeing is all about. 

From eternity, God put you first in His planning.  Listen to these words from Ephesians 1:  “God chose us in Christ before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight.  In love He predestined us to be adopted as His children through Jesus Christ, to the praise of His glorious grace, freely given in His beloved Son.  In Christ we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that He lavished on us!”  

Your life is worth the life of Christ.  You are front and center to God! 
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