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Notes for Next Sunday 
First Sunday in Advent 

 

The Point of this Week’s Readings 
 
The readings forecast the coming of Jesus and what He will do for those who believe in Him. 
 
Old Testament (Jeremiah 33:14-16) In these verses Jeremiah is prophesying the birth of Jesus.  
This is the fulfillment of the promise made in the Garden of Eden after the Fall of Man.  Jesus 
will be from King David’s family tree.  Jesus is called “The Lord Our Righteousness and makes 
right in the sight of God by His life, death and resurrection.  Restored, Israel shall be a place of 
joy and rejoicing.   
 
Epistle (1 Thessalonians 3:9-13) Paul begins by giving thanks to God for all the joy he and his 
co-workers have because of the Thessalonian Christians.  Paul also reminds the Thessalonians 
that he is praying for them and then goes on to list some things he desires for them.  The Epistle 
reminds us that the coming of Jesus now both prepares us for Jesus’ final coming and is 
already a prefigurement of that final coming. 
 
Gospel (Luke 19:28-40) In this text Jesus is urging a watchful attitude.  It is His second coming 
that He wants His followers to be ready for.  There will be plenty of signs pointing to Judgement 
Day.  He does not want us to miss them.  There needs to be a prayerful watchfulness on the 
part of Jesus’ followers.  

 
For more in-depth commentary on each reading, read the notes found after each text below.   
 

OLD TESTAMENT – Jeremiah 33:14-16 
14 ”‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the gracious promise I 
made to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. 15 ”‘In those days and at that time I 
will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in 
the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the 
name by which it  will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.’ 
 
33:14 The days are coming. This is like getting a wake-up call.  It gets their attention. It is like a 
splash of cold water in the morning. This is like saying “stop what you are going and pay 
attention to what I have to say.”  Many of the Jews in exile had gotten comfortable with their lot 
in life and were making the best of it.  They had lost sight of the long view of their spiritual life.  It 
is easy for us to do that too.  That is why we celebrate Advent each year. (Concordia Pulpit 
Resources – Volume 5, Part 1) 
 
33:15 a righteous branch.  This is Jesus. Jeremiah wants to tell God’s people that not all is lost.  
This branch will grow a shoot of new life. (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 11, Part 1) 
 

EPISTLE – 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence 
of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you 
again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 11 Now may our God and Father himself 
and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love 
increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for 
you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blame less and holy in the 
presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.  
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3:10 what is lacking. Some of the things lacking were of a practical nature, such as moral (4:1–
12) and disciplinary matters (5:12–24). Others were doctrinal, such as confusion over Christ’s 
return (4:13–5:11). (CSB) 

 
3:10 your faith. Paul really wanted to mingle face to face with these Macedonian Christians.  He 
hankered to build upon their basic beliefs so as to render them stronger still in faith and life.  
Paul did provide them (4:1-5:22) with a detailed listing for ongoing instruction in the Christian 
faith.  (Concordia Pulpit Resources – Volume 8, Part 1) 
 

3:13 will be blameless. Holy in word and action; the result of the Holy Spirit’s work in a person’s 
life through Word and Sacrament.  (TLSB)   

 
GOSPEL – Luke 19:28-40 

28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he 
approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of 
his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you 
will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If 
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32 Those who 
were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the 
colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They replied, “The Lord 
needs it.” 35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on 
it. 36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 37 When he came near the 
place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began 
joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 38 “Blessed is the 
king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your 
disciples!” 40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
 
19:28 He went on ahead. Perhaps drawing away from the crowds who attended Him at Jericho. 
The road to Jerusalem is very steep. (TLSB) 
 
19:30 Both the colt that had never been ridden and the tomb where no one had been laid are 
set apart for the holy purposes of a holy person.  (CC p. 744) 
 
19:35–36 Jesus enters royally, but not as a military hero. (TLSB) 
 
19:38 Many from Jerusalem, hearing of His approach, met Jesus. They sang the words used to 
greet pilgrims entering Jerusalem. Yet, they welcomed Jesus as the messianic King. (TLSB) 
 
19:40 stones will cry out. Jesus tells the Pharisees that if his followers would be prevented from 
announcing the arrival of the Messiah to the city, then even inanimate objects such as stones 
would announce it for them. (CC) 
 
 


