PROVERBS

Chapter 5

Warning Against Adultery 

My son, pay attention to my wisdom, listen well to my words of insight, ﻿2﻿ that you may maintain discretion and your lips may preserve knowledge. ﻿3﻿ For the lips of an adulteress drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil; ﻿4﻿ but in the end she is bitter as gall, sharp as a double-edged sword. ﻿5﻿ Her feet go down to death; her steps lead straight to the grave. ﻿6﻿ She gives no thought to the way of life; her paths are crooked, but she knows it not. ﻿7﻿ Now then, my sons, listen to me; do not turn aside from what I say. ﻿8﻿ Keep to a path far from her, do not go near the door of her house, ﻿9﻿ lest you give your best strength to others and your years to one who is cruel, ﻿10﻿ lest strangers feast on your wealth and your toil enrich another man’s house. ﻿11﻿ At the end of your life you will groan, when your flesh and body are spent. ﻿12﻿ You will say, “How I hated discipline! How my heart spurned correction! ﻿13﻿ I would not obey my teachers or listen to my instructors. ﻿14﻿ I have come to the brink of utter ruin in the midst of the whole assembly.” ﻿15﻿ Drink water from your own cistern, running water from your own well. ﻿16﻿ Should your springs overflow in the streets, your streams of water in the public squares? ﻿17﻿ Let them be yours alone, never to be shared with strangers. ﻿18﻿ May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth. ﻿19﻿ A loving doe, a graceful deer— may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be captivated by her love. ﻿20﻿ Why be captivated, my son, by an adulteress? Why embrace the bosom of another man’s wife? ﻿21﻿ For a man’s ways are in full view of the LORD, and he examines all his paths. ﻿22﻿ The evil deeds of a wicked man ensnare him; the cords of his sin hold him fast. ﻿23﻿ He will die for lack of discipline, led astray by his own great folly. 
Ch 5 The seventh address to a son, in which a new lesson in wisdom begins; this one focuses on withstanding the seduction of an adulteress, who is likely also a prostitute. Cf 7:13–14, 19–20. (TLSB)
5:1 MY SON PAY ATTENTION – The seventh discourse (5:1-23) warns against involvement with an adulterous woman.  Three of the ten discourses to youth (also numbers 9 and 10) call for sexual purity.  God considers it a very important subject.  Like the prophets and the NT writers, Proverbs sees our sexual morality as a reflection of our faithfulness or unfaithfulness to God, who is our heavenly bridegroom.  (PBC)

      WISDOM – hokmah – The most frequently used word for wisdom and refers to practical wisdom.  Practical wisdom is the chief concept in Proverbs.  (PBC)  

5:2 DISCRETION – mez-im-maw' ; a plan, usually evil (machination), sometimes good 
Discretion or good judgment is a goal when seduction is the enemy. (TLSB)

(sagacity):—(wicked) device, discretion, intent, witty invention, lewdness, 
mischievous (device), thought, wickedly. 

      lips may preserve knowledge. Applied to a priest in Mal 2:7.  (CSB)
Knowledge of God’s truth is to be spoken aloud in real-life situations. Cf Ps 119:43–48. A similar description is made of a priest in Mal 2:7. The lips of the faithful student here will be contrasted with the lips of the adulteress. (TLSB)
5:3 lips … drip honey. Probably a reference to the pleasant-sounding talk (cf. 16:24) of the adulteress, though some explain it as kisses (cf. SS 4:11; 5:13; 7:9). CSB)
Her lips carry the appeal of both kisses and seductive speech. The imagery here of honey and oil shows them to be both sweet and smooth. (TLSB)
      adulteress. See note on 2:16. CSB)

forbidden woman. Lit, “strange.” This is a woman who does not belong with the one she seduces. She is foreign and therefore forbidden to him. She is also living outside the moral boundaries God has set for His people. (TLSB)
The intimate connection between sexual chastity and devotion to the Lord led the Bible writers to speak of idolatry as prostitution.  Ezekiel 16 and 23 offer powerful examples of how God’s people left Him and became, as He called them, “you prostitute.”  Moreover, in times of widespread unbelief, one of the first areas to break down is the family.  Marital infidelity follows close upon spiritual indifference.  (PBC)
      smoother than oil. See 2:16. Her words are soothing (see Ps 55:21) but full of flattery (Pr 29:5) and hypocrisy (Ps 5:9). CSB)
5:4 gall. A bitter herb (see Dt 29:18; La 3:15, 19; Am 6:12). CSB)

wormwood. Artemisia judaica, one of several artemisia plant varieties native to Israel. Its juices have a bitter taste. (TLSB)
Gall is sometimes translated as “wormwood.”  (PBC)
      double-edged sword. A lethal weapon (see Jdg 3:16; see also Ps 55:21; 149:6; Heb 4:12; Rev 1:16). CSB)
This violent weapon can bring death and destruction, as in Dt 32:25. Clearly, the adulteress’s promises (v 3) differ from what she delivers. (TLSB)
5:5 down to death. Her immorality hastens her end (see note on 2:18). CSB)
death … Sheol. The immoral life leads to its ultimate consequence: death, both physical and spiritual.  (TLSB)
5:6 ponder. In contrast, this woman gives no thought to where her sin might take her. Solomon describes the consequences of sinful behavior to keep his son from sinning. He shows the end of this woman’s road, revealing the tragedy of her ignorance for herself and anyone who sins with her. (TLSB)
      paths are crooked. See 2:15; 10:9. CSB)
      knows it not. Or “does not acknowledge it.” CSB)
She is so hardened in sin and so used to excusing her ways, that she no longer even sees how far she has gone.  Sin can do that to people.  (PBC)
5:7–14 The father (teacher) warns the son (student) about the price of immorality. CSB)
These verses offer preventative medicine for avoiding the adulteress.  Don’t play with fire.  Paul urges, “Flee the evil desires of youth” (2 Timothy 2:22).  (PBC)
5:8 far from her. See Ge 39:12; 2Ti 2:22. CSB)
Avoidance remains one of the wisest strategies when facing temptation. Joseph used the strategy (Gn 39:11–12), and Paul counseled Timothy in the same way (2Tm 2:22). (TLSB)
      door of her house. Cf. 7:25; 9:14. CSB)
5:9 honor. Reputation in the community. Solomon begins a list showing the high price to be paid in the future for a moment of moral weakness. (TLSB) 

      one who is cruel. Possibly the vengeful husband (see 6:34–35). CSB)
People will mercilessly use blackmail and extortion until all wealth is gone. (TLSB)
5:10 strangers feast on your wealth. Contrast the riches and honor that come to the man who embraces wisdom (3:16–18). Immorality eventually reduces one “to a loaf of bread” (6:26). CSB)
The reference here may be to the husband of the foreign adulteress who might demand and exact compensation for his “loss.” (TLSB)
The cost of lustful indulgence is high.  The story of the person caught in an adulterous web is often a tragedy of wasted years, cover-ups, lost wealth, drained energy, and ruined health.  (PBC)
5:11–14 Solomon takes his son to old age and to the regrets that follow moral compromise, long past. (TLSB)
5:11 flesh and body are spent. Possibly because of the debilitating effects of immorality (see 1Co 6:18; cf. Pr 3:8; 4:22), but more likely referring to the loss of vigor that accompanies old age. CSB)
Whether this verse refers to an actual physical disease or to one’s drained strength is immaterial.  Either way, the pitiful soul is left groaning.  (PBC)
5:12 hated discipline … spurned correction. In old age he will look back and sadly acknowledge that he has played the fool (see 1:7, 22, 29–30). 
moo-sawr' – properly chastisement; figuratively reproof, warning or instruction; also restraint:—bond, chastening, chastisement, check, correction, discipline, doctrine, instruction, rebuke. – This is another key concept in Proverbs.  It is that quality of being able to follow through and apply our God-given wisdom.  We might call it self-discipline.  The ancient Jewish rabbis had a saying, “The wicked are under the control of their impulses, but the righteous have their impulses under their control.”  - Self-discipline is especially important for us to keep in mind, since our society encourages just the opposite.  In a thousand different ways we are told, “If it feels good, do it!”  Proverbs does not deny emotions their due.  Joy and self-satisfaction have their place.  But they are fully realized only when kept within the limits of God’s Word. God sets up rules for living, not to make us unhappy, but to bring us real, lasting happiness.  (PBC)  
5:13 would not obey. In spite of the repeated urging to “listen” or “pay attention” to their instruction (1:8; 3:1; 4:1; 5:1). CSB)
teachers … instructors. May refer to an array of wisdom teachers. More likely, though, they are the son’s primary teachers, his own father and mother (1:8; 4:3–4; 6:20). (TLSB)
5:14 utter ruin. Physical, financial and social. CSB)
Now he has come to the brink of ruin. Only by God’s grace can one escape complete destruction. His near ruin includes public embarrassment in the “assembly,” the local group that made pronouncements of censure. (PBC)
        in the midst of the whole assembly. The offender was subject to “blows and disgrace” (6:33) or even death (see Dt 22:22). CSB)
Though he stands amid God’s people, he stands as a hypocrite who consorted with strangers and foreigners (v 10). In the Law, adultery is a capital offense (Lv 20:10). (TLSB)

5:15–20 Having shown the costs of yielding to sexual temptation outside marriage, Solomon turns to a vivid celebration of the gift of sexual intimacy within marriage. (TLSB)
5:15 your own cistern … your own well. Your own wife (see SS 4:12, 15). Let your own wife be your source of pleasure, as water refreshes a thirsty man. Wells and cisterns were privately owned and of great value (2Ki 18:31; Jer 38:6). CSB)
In an arid climate, having one’s own source of water is a blessing. So having one’s own wife is a blessing to be cherished—like a cistern, well, spring, stream, or fountain. For another use of water imagery to show the blessing of one’s wife, cf Sg 4:12, 15. (TLSB)
In the Song of Songs, the lover says to his bride, “You are a spring enclosed, a sealed fountain…You are a garden fountain, a well of flowing water” (Song of Songs 4:12-15).  Like a privately owned well or cistern from which one draws refreshing, uncontaminated water, she is kept just for him.  The Bible looks at sex in marriage as a beautiful gift from the Creator.  (PBC)
5:16 springs … streams of water. Like “cistern” and “well” in v. 15 and “fountain” in v. 18, these also refer to the wife (see SS 4:12, 15). CSB)
One’s wife and children, who are under a husband’s protection (Sg 4:12).  (TLSB)
        in the public squares. The wife may become promiscuous if the husband is unfaithful. CSB)
in the streets? Keep sexual intimacy within the bonds of marriage, where it belongs. Guard the honor of your spouse and your offspring. The implication is that the adulteress does not truly belong to anyone (7:12). (TLSB)
Solomon points out in verses 16 and 17 that the husband should not contaminate this wonderful blessing by sharing her with strangers.  (PBC)
5:17 for yourself alone … not for strangers with you. God clearly intends for faithfulness within marriage between one man and one woman. Cf Mal 2:13–16. (TLSB)
5:18 fountain. See note on v. 16. CSB)
        blessed. Sexual delight in marriage is God given. Years of growing intimacy characterize God’s design for the estate of marriage. (TLSB)
        wife of your youth. Chosen by you when you were young (see note on 2:17). CSB)
The message is that we should be content with our spouse.  (PBC)
5:19 doe … deer. Descriptive of the wife, perhaps because of the delicate beauty of the doe’s limbs (see SS 2:9). CSB)
Illustrates the beauty and gracefulness of one’s wife as in Sg 8:14. doe. Lit, a female mountain goat or ibex. The dark eyes of these animals would resemble a woman’s eyes adorned with black eye makeup. always in her love. Solomon presents the rich intimacy within marriage characterized by constant love. He points his son to the beauty and fulfillment of God’s design for marriage. (TLSB)
        may her breasts satisfy you always. See SS 7:7–8. CSB)
        captivated. Or “exhilarated,” “intoxicated.” Marital love is portrayed as better than wine in SS 4:10 (cf. SS 7:9). CSB)
5:20 Why … ? In light of the sheer joy found within the bonds of marriage and the “utter ruin” (v. 14) outside it, why commit adultery? CSB)
Why throw it all away and go chasing after another man’s wife?  Given the blessings of marriage and the misery of adultery, only a fool would opt for the latter.  (PBC)
        intoxicated. Contrasting the blessing of v 19 is the mere physical intoxication (minus the love) that characterizes adultery. (TLSB)
        adulteress. See v. 3; 2:16 and note. CSB)
5:21 in full view of the Lord. See 15:3; Job 31:4; 34:21; Jer 16:17. CSB)
We are accountable for our decisions not only to the faith community in which we live (v 14) but also to God Himself. When we sin, we sin against God (Gn 39:9). (TLSB)
Even if one “gets away with” adultery before human eyes, God sees.  Nothing escapes his judgment.  (PBC)
        examines all his paths. See Job 7:18; 34:23; Ps 11:4; 26:2; 139:23; Jer 17:10. CSB)
5:22 Solomon shows how sinners become caught in a trap of their own making. David provided the same insight in Ps 7:14–16. Solomon exposes here both the habitual nature of particular sins and their accompanying tangled web of deception and destructive consequences. (TLSB)
        ensnare him. See 1:18 and note; Dt 7:25; 12:30. In Ecc 7:26 the sinner is ensnared by a woman “whose heart is a trap.” CSB)
The wicked are ensnared by their own evil in one of two ways.  For one thing, a particular sin can become an unbreakable habit.  What began as flirtation with the sin of adultery, for example, can turn into a life-consuming nightmare.  Evil can also ensnare in that one sin leads to another (David & Bathsheba).  (PBC)
        cords of his sin. See Job 36:8; Ecc 4:12; Isa 5:18. CSB)
Is there no way out?  Thanks be to the triune God, there is!  The chain can be broken.  After including adulterers among the wicked who will not “inherit the kingdom of God,” the Apostle Paul declares, “And that is what some of you were.  But you have been washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).  (PBC)
5:23 The death of the fool is described in similar terms in 1:29–32; 7:21–25; cf. Job 36:12. CSB)
        discipline. See v. 12. (Same as in verse 12) CSB)
Once again, Solomon takes his son to the end of the road of moral compromise and lack of discipline. (Cf vv 11–14.) (TLSB)
 Ch 5 So much of God’s teaching of the Law is exposé. God shows us what sin looks like, why we sin, and where sin takes us. That is what Solomon does with his son. He gives him a vivid look at the road to and from adultery. What’s more, he shows the sheer joy of deep, lasting intimacy within marriage. Sin is never just a moral lapse or isolated infraction of one of God’s Commandments; its consequences lead ultimately to death (Rm 6:23). How many of us might have been spared the horrific aftermath of sin if only we had looked beyond the sin to its consequences! The Gospel of Jesus Christ motivates us to take the higher road. We honor faithfulness in marriage and in all our relationships because of Him who was faithful to us in all things. • Wise Father, You have given us marriage as an estate in which we can know the blessings of lifelong faithfulness between a man and a woman. In Your grace, You have shown us faithfulness in Jesus, Your Son. Confirm in us, O Lord, a desire to do what pleases You in all of our relationships, that we may be faithful as husbands and wives, parents and children, friends and neighbors. In Jesus’ name. Amen. (TLSB)
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