My Father is with me

John 16:32
You will leave me all alone. Yet | am not alone, for my Father is with me.

On this eve of Jesus’ Passion, the disciples would flee in every direction. Their own
interests, their life and safety would claim their first consideration. So they would fail
Him in this most critical hour.

Jesus had a very close relationship with Peter, James and John. They were a part of
some very special moments in Jesus’ ministry including the Transfiguration. In the
Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus suffered as no other human being has ever suffered,
even sweating blood which was a sign of extreme stress. Peter, James and John fell
asleep when He needed their support the most. Things only got worse after Jesus was
arrested. By now Judas had betrayed Jesus, and the other disciples disappeared into
the night. Peter denied he even knew Jesus. How alone Jesus must have felt, made
even worse because He knew what lay ahead for Him on Good Friday.

There are also times in our lives when our closest of friends disappoint us or even turn
on us. There are times we become isolated from friends and neighbors. This is perfect
opportunity for the devil to creep in and bring with him many distorted thoughts and
accusations. At times like that we suffer deeply. It may seem that our whole world is
coming apart. We may even cry bitter tears of betrayal.

The Father would briefly forsake Christ on the cross as Christ became sin. That was the
price that Jesus willingly paid for the world’s sin. As soon as that moment passed the
Father remained faithful to His Son and His mission. Our Father in heaven will never
desert us in times of any kind of need. Our Father will always be at our side in every
situation and delights in our prayers in our time of need.

Dear Lord, thank you that you have taken care of our most pressing need (sins) by
going to the cross for us. In difficult times come to us in your Word and prayer and
strengthen our faith. Help us to feel your nearness when we need you most. Amen



